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History as an Instrument for

Curriculum Development

Dr. Arshad Ikram Ahmad Dr. Tarique Anwar
Head Assistant Professor in Education
Department of Educational Studies, Institute of Vocational Studies
Faculty of Education, Jamia Millia Islamia Delhi

ABSTRACT

This topic deals with past events, which have led to present trends in education. By analysing the past
periods of curriculum, it is possible to view and review the needed curriculum in terms of current and
future education needs. Exploring the historical foundations of the curriculum can promote a sense of
freedom and encourage educational reform. This paper takes a look at the role of history in curriculum
development from a historical perspective. It identifies that history is an instrument used in unfolding
aspects of our cultural heritage that are no longer worthy, of their irrelevance to the present society
among others. Suggestions are made on the need to emphasize a proper understanding of history in our
advances in curriculum development.
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INTRODUCTION

The term curriculum refers to the lessons and academic content taught in a school or a
specific course or program. In dictionaries, the curriculum is often defined as the courses
offered by a school, but it is rarely used in such a general sense in schools. Depending on
how broadly educators define or employ the term, curriculum typically refers to the
knowledge and skills students are expected to learn, which includes the learning
standards or learning objectives they are expected to meet; the units and lessons that teachers
teach; the assignments and projects given to students; the books, materials, videos,




